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Reclaiming

At 70, Olivia
Newton-John writes
a memoir to set the
record straight on
her triumphs and

challenges.

By Nora Krug
The Washington Post

orty years ago,
Olivia Newton-
Johnlaunched a
million dreams
- and, later, feminist back-
lash - when she stepped
onto a high-school field
in a pair of skintight black
pants, puffing a cigarette,
her hair tarted up in curls.

As Sandy in “Grease,” she
became the embodiment of
the good-girl-gone-bad, the
one who ditched her cardigan
for aleather jacket and swiv-
eled her hips suggestively as
she teased a gobsmacked John
Travolta about how to keep
her satisfied.

Today, at 70, she’s singing a
different song.

“I’'m a housewife and I'm
loving that,” she enthused in
aphone interview from her
home outside Los Angeles.
Married to businessman John
Easterling, she lived part-time
for awhile around 2010 at
Easterling’s home in Jupiter
Inlet Colony and lent her star

“Don’t Stop Believin’ by Olivia
Newton-John. [GALLERY]

support thatyear to the Race
for the Cure in West Palm
Beach.

She is also now an author.

Her book, the memoir
“Don’t Stop Believin’ “ - its
title borrowed from her 1976
hit, not the Journey song or
the “Glee” remake - came out
March 12. Newton-John says
she took to the page in part to
protect her image.

When she learned that a
lengthy television biopic was
in the works, she worried
about what it might say, so
she decided to write her own
version of events. (She has not
seen the film, which aired on
Lifetime last month.)

Anyone who has been
through a supermarket check-
out over the last few decades
can probably understand

her stor
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2010: Olivia Newton-John and Nancy Brinker, creator of the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation,
embrace during the Survivors Celebration at the Race for the Cure in West Palm Beach. Newton-John lived
part-time in Palm Beach County at the time. [MEGHAN MCCARTHY/PALMBEACHPOST.COM]

why Newton-John might be
concerned. Since she was
diagnosed with breast cancer
in1992, the singer-actress
has been a tabloid target, her
health the subject of wild
speculation.

When cancer returned
in 2013, to her sacrum, the
singer-actress was able to
keep it mostly under wraps.

But in September, after she
checked herself into the
Melbourne cancer center
that bears her name, rumors
spread that she was near
death.

InJanuary, Newton-John
took to social media, post-
ing a video as proof of life. As
she promotes her book on the
morning TV circuit, she beams

positivity and cheer. Though
she is grateful for the concern
over her health - “I think it’s
lovely that people care,” she
said by phone - reading about
her death wasn’t easy: “I was
like ‘what, no’ I think I'm
stillhere!”

Five months after she

See OLIVIA, D2

Scaring ‘Us’ all over again

Jordan Peele’s
followup to ‘Get Out’
is as unnerving as you
might imagine.

By Michael Phillips
Chicago Tribune

Jordan Peele’s “Us”
begins so spectacularly
well, and sustains its game
of doubles so cleverly for
most of its two hours, it’s
an unusual sort of letdown
when the story doesn’t
quite hang together and
“deliver” the way Peele
managed with his 2017
debut feature, “Get Out.”

That movie sent people
out of the theater with
rattled nerves and a plea-
surably uneasy catharsis;
the new film’s culminating
scenes are roughly equal
parts “wow!” and “wow?”

Evan Alex, Lupita Nyong’o and Shahadi Wright Joseph in a scene

from “Us.” [CLAUDETTE BARIUS/UNIVERSAL PICTURES VIA AP]

And that shouldn’t deter

you in the slightest.

Seriously, it shouldn’t.
The best, strang-

est images and ideas in

See US, D3

MOVIE REVIEW

Gus)

Rated R: for violence/terror,
and language.

Running time: 1 hour, 56
minutes

Lippman dedicates novel to
victims of newsroom attack

Among those killed was
Rob Hiaasen, her friend
and a former reporter
for The Palm Beach
Post.

By Colin Campbell
The Baltimore Sun

Novelist Laura Lippman
has dedicated her latest book
to the five victims of last
year’s Capital Gazette news-
room attack.

“The Lady in the Lake,”
which Lippman describes
as a “weird love letter to
the Baltimore newspapers
of the '60s,” is dedicated
to Rob Hiaasen, Gerald
Fischman, John McNamara,
Rebecca Smith and Wendi
Winters, who died in the
June 28 attack on the paper’s
Annapolis newsroom.

Lippman, who became
friends with Hiaasen when
they both worked at the
Baltimore Sun, said she
turned in the final draft of
the novel to her publisher
the day before the shooting.

When she heard about the
attack, she was driving to
visit her mother in Delaware
and spent the day on the
phone with other former Sun
colleagues who knew people
at the Capital Gazette,
hoping they were all safe.

Dedicating the novel to the
five who died was “a small
thing, a meaningless thing I
could do,” Lippman said.

“It seemed to make sense
tome — it’s anewspaper
novel; it was eerie timing,”
she said. “They deserved to

See LIPPMAN, D2

REAL ESTATE WEEKEND
Realtor grateful to be ‘lottery winner’

By Janis Fontaine
Special to The Palm Beach Post

When he was 27, Dermot
OBrien won the lottery.

It wasn’t a megabucks
lottery for a cash prize,
but for something equally
valuable: His mother had
entered him in a lottery for
a green card that entitled

him to live and work in the
United States. That’s how
the 54-year-old Irishman
landed on American soil in
19090.

OBrien didn’t have an
American Dream, per
se. Honestly, he says, “I
never thought that big, but
I always want to make a
success of myself. “I left

Ireland to go to London to
work when I was 21 and that
was a very big deal to me at
the time.”

But once he assimilated
to the roiling American
culture, he could see a
bigger picture, for the world
and for himself. “Seeing
the world through the
eyes of an American, it’s

amelting pot of people.
You get a very different, a
much bigger, perspective; a
global perspective. I’'m very
grateful to be able to see the
world like I have.”

OBrien took advantage
of his green card and
earned an MBA from the

See PROFILE, D4

OPEN HOUSE Sunday March 24th from 1-4 pm - 104 Nativa Circle, NPB

Nativa - A Luxury Gated Community in North Palm Beach!

Gorgeous Executive Estate featuring 5 Bedrooms, Media Room/
Office, Living Room, Family Room with Fireplace, Dining Room,
| Gourmet Granite kitchen with breakfast nook, island, high-end SS
appliances overlooking a tropical setting with pool, spa, sunshelf,

Tiki bar, and Jerusalem stone decking with custom lighting!

4 Additional features include Master Suite on Ground level with g
marble bath, Saturnia Stone, Bamboo wood flooring and much &
more! New on market asking $1,379,000

BOB LYNCH

Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialist
WATERFRONTBOB.COM

561.236.690

Bob@BobLynch.net

View Bob's listings on
YOUTUBE.COM,
Bob Lynch Realtor

ILLUSTRATED
PROPERTIES
CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

WP-0000460215-01
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Kellogg Graduate

School of Management
at Northwestern
University. He loved
marketing, fascinated
by why people buy
things, and how he could
improve his chances of
selling them the things
he wanted them to buy.
He got ajob in marketing
with Unilever, a well-
known food and health/
body care company.

Then, OBrien became a
web entrepreneur. He set
up an Internet business
running a popular Irish
website (www.celtic.
com) that yahoo.com
ranked in the top three
Irish websites, right
behind Guinness and the
National Irish Tourism
Agency. The Irish phone
company said they were
interested in buying
OBrien’s company. The
future looked bright. “I
was getting closer and
closer to a deal when the
dotcom bubble burst. It
was not good. We went
through tough times,” he
said, and not for the last
time.

But another American
tenet came into play: It’s
okay to fail. Or there’s
no shame in failure as
long as you're in the
game, competing hard.

“We were living in East
Hampton, Long Island,
and I had to sell our
house. I hired the best
Realtors, but they had no
luck. I decided I would
sell it myself, so I got my
real estate license and
Isold the house within
three months at close to
the asking price.”

The family moved to
Singer Island in 2004.

“I became a Realtor
here. I started with
Prudential, then I moved

to Illustrated Properties
and then to Corcoran.”
He was busy with his
family and building a
new career.

Then the market
changed. “In 2007
and 2008, that’s when
things got really bad
and Ireally learned to
sell,” OBrien said. In
fact, OBrien received the
platinum award for sales
at Ilustrated Properties
in2008-2010.1In2012,
he won the Ritz Carlton
Residences Power Broker
Award and in 2013 he
won the prestigious
International Property
award for best Florida
Realtor.

“Itold myself, ‘I'm
going to become an
expert on Singer Island,
and I did. Now 95
percent of my business
is on Singer Island in
condos and waterfront
homes.” Nine years ago,
OBrien set up his own
brokerage, based at the
Resort at Singer Island.
To date, he has sold 230
properties valued at
more than $250 million.

Twice the age he was
when he left Ireland,
OBrien is still actively
learning. He’s currently
taking a one-year,
Google-approved
diploma course in digital
marketing. He is doing
all the assignments on
his own company.

Along the way, OBrien
realized that marketing
housesis very similar to
marketing at Unilever -
they’re both consumer
products. “It turns out in
real estate I'm doing more
marketing than ever.”

Where were you during the
Great Recession?

Having just stopped
working for a developer
on Singer Island, I was
starting back out on my
own again. It was really
challenging, but again

Ilearned so much from
the adversity. I really
came to understand
what the phrase “when
the going gets tough, the
tough get going” means.

How do you balance career
and family?

I've been married for
21years, and our son
just turned 20. He’s
been in college in Los
Angeles for two years
studying new business
development. My wife
is a writer and a public
speaker and she got to
travel a lot for her work,
so circumstances were
such that I had to be able
to pick up our son from
school. I was so lucky
because it made me be
more involved with my
son’s life. He has just
been nominated for an
entrepreneurship award
and we are so proud of
him.

What is your proudest
accomplishment?

Ithink coming to
America, finding
my wife, having our
wonderful son and
making alife and a
successful business
here. Life in Ireland
would have been totally
different. I wouldn’t
have the same broad
perspective I have now. I
really am grateful to live
in this amazing cultural
melting pot where you
take responsibility for
your own successes and
failures.

What advice would you
give your younger self?

Don'’t be afraid! Go
forit!

What’s your personal
philosophy?

“Feel the fear and do it
anyway.”

THE HOUSING SCENE

New tools to end
buyer-seller battles

LewSichelman

ome inspections
are oftena
major bone of

contention between
buyers and sellers
when buyers demand
that sellers fix every
little thing that their
examiners find wrong,
and the sellers resist.
Inspection reports
offer little, if any, insight
into what it might cost to
make repairs. However,
for big-ticket items,
new online services
like RepairPricer and
PunchList can be
invaluable.

Based on studies of
real-life inspection
reports, RepairPricer
(repairpricer.com) claims
a 98 percent degree of
accuracy when it comes
to true repair costs. But
it does not guarantee its
pricing because of “too
many variables” of which
it may not be aware.

Punchlist
(punchlistusa.com) not
only provides an estimate
of repairs called for by
ahome inspector but
also does the work. The
company furnishes its
clients with what it says
is a quick, but accurate,
detailed pricing estimate
using a proprietary
program that analyzes
the inspector’s report.

An estimate is not the
same as a price quote,
though. Estimates are
subject to change based

upon actual conditions.
A quote is a contractual
offer not to exceed
the stated prices. And
PunchList, which has a
$500 minimum, has to
see the job in person to
produce a quote.

At the same
time, HouseMaster
(housemaster.com)
customers can click
on the “Estimate
Repair Cost” tab on the
company’s website, enter
the property information
and begin generating
quotes on items that need
to be fixed. The report
will build an estimate
using data that has been
researched and validated
by a third-party vendor
used by most major
insurance companies to
build their estimates. One
repair estimate comes
with every inspection.

Palm Beact County's Premiern Countny Club Commanity:
Bocane Coantry Clab - Boca Raton

4180 Bocaire Blvd

$525,000

4 Beds + den/office & 3 new bathrooms. Gourmet kitchen
w/stone counter tops & state of the art appliances.

4542 Bocaire Bivd
$950,000
4Beds/3.5 Bathrooms New Roof, New Impact Windows,
Completely Modernized Home.

Completely Modernized and move in ready.

4265 Bocaire Blvd

$635,000

3 beds + den & 3.5 Baths
Brand new tile roof and Impact windows & doors.
Gorgeous quartz top kitchen.

SOLD

4404 Bocaire Blvd

$795,000

‘WP-0000464148-01

3 beds + den & 4.5 baths
Over 5000 sqft of opulence New impact windows & doors.
Modern kitchen, great for entertaining.

4116 Bocaire Blvd
$600,000
4 Beds/4 elegant bathrooms.
Brand new impact windows & doors. State of the art,
contemporary kitchen w/quartz countertops.

Ben Stern 561-998-7855
Realty Wholesalers, Inc.

Mandatory Club Membership: $30k initiation fee + $60k equity contribution (80% returned) + total club & HOA fees $34k/year.

The Palm Beach Post
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___employment

other
__employment

COMPANION / HOUSEKEEPER
year-round, live-in. Includes light
housekeeping and some pet care.

Fluent English and
Valid drivers license required.
Please call or text 561-635-6140

security/
protective

DOOR PERSON, P/T
For upscale condo in Delray Beach.
Must have excellent people & phone
skills. Call 561-699-9803

skilled

____trades

APPRENTICESHIP OPPORTUNITY
INSIDE WIREMAN

OUNCEMENTS B BUSINESS N SE
ETS B REAL ESTATE B RENTALS

help wanted
domestic

—_announcements

We Have Moved }
to the Municipal Park on the beach side|
between Mulligans and
Two Drunken Goats restaurants

Singer Island Green Market
FRIDAYS Located at the Ocean Walk Mall

Home Health Aid seeking position, exp
w/ Parkinson, Dementia & Alzheimer’s
patents, drive, some cleaning, exc
ref/exc care, meal prep & laundry, relia-
ble, live in or out 561-305-8229

.@

resh Produce, Home Baked Goods,

4
Artisan Cheeses, Charcuterie, Other Great Foods,
Locally Made Crafts and Merchandise

Every Friday, Rain or Shine, 9am - 1pm

SINGER ISLAND MARKET @ OCEAN
WALK HAS MOVED.

Our vendors at the Singer Island Green
Market would like to invite you to our
NEW LOCATION on the beach side of
Ocean Walk, between Mulligans and
Two Drunken Goats restaurants. Artisan
Cheese and other Foods, Fresh Local
Produce, Hand Crafted Products and De-
signer Clothing. Please come visit. Our
Market is a rain or shine market. EVERY
FRIDAY from the hours of 9 am and 1
pm. (Major Storm Weather Permitting)

Thank you St. Jude for hearing my

prayers and interceding for me. Your

prayers have brought joy back to my life

by healing what seemed beyond hope.

Ih honor you and thank you with all my
eart.

—announcements

—announcements

BREATHE MEDITATE
AND BE HAPPY

Michael Blum, M.D., Gastro Health,
4675 Linton Blvd., Ste. 202, Delray
Beach, FL, 33445, is retiring on April 30,
2019. Patients’ medical records can still
be accessed through the same office by
calling 561-495-5700.

(ELECTRICIAN) APPRENTICE.
The Florida East Coast Electrical JATC is
now accepting applications in person
Mon-Fri 9am-12pm & 1pm-4pm (except
holidays) at 4620 Summit Blvd, WPB
33415. Call 561-968-4400 ext 415 for
info and docs reqd. EOE.

NEW TOWNHOMES IN HOBE SOUND

P

CONSTRUCTION: South FL GL Homes,
One of the country’s fastest-growing
homebuilders has immediate openings:
® Construction Manager
Exp w/ high volume production; Exten-
sive knowledge in all constructn phases
® Construction Purchasing/
Contracts Mgr
Exp’d in homebuilding industry, nego-
tiating, bidding & preparing contracts
& creating trades job cost estimates.
Qualified candidates are encouraged
to email resumes to jobs@glhomes.com
or fax to 954-575-5332 DFWP

Life is Joy, Happiness and Enthusiasm,
but sometimes all the external events
and happenings in our lives and in our
own minds cloud the happiness. Can we
be happy no matter what is happening
around us and to us? Yes we can! Com-
munity programs offered by the Art of
Living foundation which has impacted
the lives of millions around the world.
Date & Time: March 10 (Sunday), 11am-
12:30pm

Location: Renaissance Boca Raton Hotel,
2000 NW 19th St, Boca Raton 33431
Contact: 405-837-4001 / 561-713-9929
for similar sessions in South Florida
RSVP: https:/tiny.cc/BeHappySFL
https://www.artofliving.org/us-en

business

services

PRICED FROM $270,000 - $350,000
Three and Four Bedroom Plans ¢ All CBS Construction

Impact Windows ¢ Stainless Appliances ¢ Granite
Counters * One-Car Garage * Over 1,800 SqFt

US 1 & Heritage Blvd., Hobe Sound
772-675-2268 » HeritageRidgeCondos.com

SALES CENTER OPEN DAILY 12-4

LIQUOR LICENSE
Palm Beach, Martin & Broward Priced
Reduced, Financing avail. Beverage
License Specialists. 954-214-8322

hire

—me

Offers all kinds of cleaning service,
honest, reliable, lovely, Call Miriam
407-914-1831 or 863-280-3401

Have you ever heard a stand
up comic talk about all the
“stuff” people collect?
We buy stuff even though we
have no room for stuff.
Then we buy more stuff.
It's so funny because we

Seeking Private Residence/Estate Mgr
position. Multi talented/detail oriented
Unparalleled work performance/ exem-
plary work ethics. Ability to travel.
Outstanding Resume. 561-876-8598

Friendly, affordable, andreliable home

improvement services. Call us for all can all relate. Well, we can
your construction removal needs! We

o emoval needs! v help you clean out some of
25535 © pressure deaning®: oo that stuff and make a little

money in the process. Call
or go online to place your
merchandise ad today.

Why use your logo in your ad?
Because you want to build awareness
of your business or because you
already have great name recognition.
No matter what the reason,
draw attention to your ad by using
your logo.

WP-0000460285-01

Are you a garage saler? Use our map feature
online and plan your bargain hunting trip.




